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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE VISIT TO US BY UAE OIL MINISTER UTAYBA 

REF: STATE 178748 

1 . UAE OIL MINISTER UTAYBA HAS INFORMED ME THAT HE WILL 
BE VISITING JAPAN DURING THE PERIOD SEPTEMBER 25 TO 29. 

HE WOULD LIKE TO RETURN TO THE UAE VIA THE US AND COULD 
BE IN WASHINGTON DURING THE PERIOD OCTOBER 2 THROUGH 4. 

HE HAS ASKED IF THIS PERIOD MIGHT BE CONVENIENT TO MEET 
WITH SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL, SECRETARY SCHLESINGER, AND 
HOPEFULLY SECRETARY VANCE AS WELL AS MEET WITH A FEW 
SENATORS. 

2. DRAWING ON INFORMATION CONTAINED REFTEL AND OUR OWN 
KNOWLEDGE OF WASHINGTON SCENE DURING BUSY FALL SEASON, 

I HAVE TOLD UTAYBA THAT CONGRESS WILL RECESS ON OCTOBER 
7 FOR THE FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS AND MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 
ARE LIKELY TO BE EXTREMELY BUSY IN THE LAST DAYS OF THE 
SESSION, PARTICULARLY ON MATTERS RELATING TO ENERGY 
LEGISLATION. HAVE ALSO POINTED OUT THAT SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL 
MAY BE STILL VERY BUSY WITH THE AFTERMATH OF THE FUND/BANK 
MEETINGS HELD PREVIOUS WEEK. ALSO, THAT THERE IS GOOD POS- 
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SIBILITY SECRETARY VANCE WILL BE TIED UP WITH BILATERALS 
AT UNGA AT THAT TIME. UNFORTUNATELY. UTAYBA SAYS HE 
CANNOT COME TO WASHINGTON IN MID-SEPTEMBER PERIOD WHICH WOULD 
BE MORE CONVENIENT FOR ALL CONCERNED. 

3. WOULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT AGAIN MAKING 
INFORMAL SOUNDINGS RE ACCEPTABILITY OF UTAYBA VISIT DURING 
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OCTOBER 2 THROUGH 4 TIME FRAME. GIVEN UAEG'S RESPONSIBLE 
ATTITUDE ON OPEC ISSUES, UTAYBA’S WILLINGNESS TO SPEAK 
FRANKLY TO US ON OPEC DEVELOPEMENTS, AND FACT ABU DHABI WILL 
BE FOCUS OF NEXT OPEC MEETING, WOULD HOPE DEPARTMENT WILL 
GIVE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO THIS REQUEST. IF, HOWEVER, 

IT CLEARLY SEEMS THAT TIMING IS NOT GOOD AND THAT PROGRAM 
WHICH WILL GIVE UTAYBA HIGH LEVEL EXPOSURE TO STATE, 

TREASURY AND ENERGY OFFICIALS AS WELL AS SOME MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS IS NOT PRACTICAL, I WILL CONVEY THIS TO HIM AND 
DISCOURAGE HIS COMING TO WASHINGTON THIS YEAR. 

DICKMAN 

NOTE BY OC/T: DISSEMINATION COORDINATED WITH S/S-0 - MR. R. SNIDER. 
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